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Springtime Update!
Wow, COVID-19 sure made for
a rough transition from Winter to
Spring, didn’t it? We hope that you
and yours have remained safe,
healthy and that you’ve adapted to
changing circumstances without too
much discomfort.
On page 2 of this
newsletter we discuss
the impacts COVID-19
has had on our work
and public outreach
programs, finding that
maintaining safe distances in the outdoors
isn’t as simple as once
thought.
On page 3 we look
at some of the environmental lessons learned
thus far from the COVID-19 pandemic and look forward to
a future that need not simply repeat
the mistakes of the past.
On page 4 we report that the Court
has now twice thwarted the government’s continued attempts to play
hide-and-seek with its Forest Planning documents!

On page 5 we note that the Flathead National Forest has been moving full steam ahead on logging projects and commercial recreational
special use permits, some for large
group events, as though nothing has
changed.
On page 6 we share
some
unsolicited
praise for the continuation of our weekly
Swan Ranger email
reports even though
we’ve had to suspend
the weekly group outings indefinitely due to
the pandemic.
On page 7 we gladly announce Cinnabar
Foundation has again
said it will match the
first $4,000 of your donations to support our work! So act quickly to double your donation!

Reading a hard copy newsletter and want to access its linked citations? A pdf version is at http://www.swanview.org
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Adjusting our Work and Public Outreach to COVID-19!
Swan View Coalition is lucky to have
its office space donated and located at the
home of its Chair, Keith Hammer. So when
word came down to shelter and work at
home during the pandemic, we were prepared to carry on as we have for 36 years!
Our decision long ago for an in-home office was one of better office security, lower
overhead costs, and no need for commuterspent fossil fuels. We invest your donations
in our work, not on unneeded infrastructure and travel.
Thanks to highspeed internet connections, email and
teleconferencing,
we are able to conduct almost all of
our
communications from the office. And, as public
agencies have increased their ability
to share public documents electronically, we have little
need to visit their
offices.
COVID-19 precautions, however,
have severely impacted our in-person public outreach
and our every-Saturday Swan Ranger outings! We’ve had to suspend the Saturday
outings indefinitely and we miss them.
We started hosting the Swan Ranger
outings in 2005 as a way to foster an appreciation for the Swan Range and its protection - and to help people avoid the crowds
in Glacier National Park. The outings (743
thus far) are also a good way to introduce

folks new to the area to safe, responsible
conduct in the habitats of bears and mountain lions. Carpooling to the trailhead also
reduces the consumption of fossil fuels.
COVID-19 has turned that on its head,
necessitating more trailhead vehicles and
spacing along the trail that makes conversation difficult, even as COVID-19 groupsize guidelines are increased during “reopening.” This graphic/article in WIRED
magazine explains why the standard 6 feet
of social distance
isn’t enough as we
breath harder and
move more rapidly.
Those of us that
live in Montana are
glad to have one of
the lowest COVID
infection rates in
the nation, thanks
in part to a twoweek self-quarantine
requirement
for out of state visitors (which expired
June 1).
Our
weekly
Swan Ranger reports have continued, however, as
folks send in reports and photos of
their individual outings (see page 6)!
COVID-19 has delayed renewal of our
volunteer agreement with the Swan Lake
Ranger District to help maintain hiking
trails. We hope to have that agreement in
place soon, but we have similar COVID-19
distancing and quarantine issues to resolve
before reinstating either volunteer work
outings or Saturday Swan Ranger outings.
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Emerging from COVID-19:
What Do We Want Normal to Look Like?
“Is it safe to come out yet?” Perhaps other hand, has “squashed its traditional
that’s what the grizzly bear looking out ad campaign that promotes the town from
from its winter den this April was wonder- Calgary to Seattle” and is instead focussing
ing (see photo). It is certainly what a lot of on attracting visitors from within Montana.
people and politicians are wondering as
While many folks were ordered to stay
the U.S. largely moves to “reopen the econ- at home and away from work, our Nationomy” by relaxing COVID-19 restrictions.
al Forests saw increased visitation by folks
Current debates pose a stark choice be- wanting a breath of fresh air but finding
tween economic health and public health, our National Parks closed to help stem inbut is that how it must be? Or is it that way terstate travel. With National Parks reopenonly because we have developed an eco- ing, we’ll soon see if National Forest visitanomic system that is dependent on sacri- tion tapers off or not.
ficing public health and the health of the
Many communities have seen the proplanet?
motion of tourism boost
COVID-19 restrictions
their economies while
have contributed to a 17%
also diminishing the abildecline in daily global
ity of local residents to
carbon dioxide emissions
enjoy the quieter streets
compared to last year,
and uncrowded outdoors
NBC News reports. A part
that compelled them to
of that reduction is the
live there. From long
decrease in commuting
lines at grocery stores to
as more people shifted to
crowded trails and trailworking from home and
heads, COVID-19 has
Mike
Madel/MDFWP
photo.
some employers are alcertainly been a wake-up
ready thinking that may
call about how densely
be a good thing.
populated and densely visited many of our
While many of us are feeling the eco- rural areas have become.
nomic hardships of COVID-19 restrictions,
So, will we make wise choices as we
we have also noticed the quieting of our continue to contend with and recover from
streets and roadways. And, as many states the COVID-19 pandemic, or will we simply
pursue phased “reopening,” we are seeing rush to return to the old “normal?” Will we
a return to the old rush, crowds and frenzy. try to make smarter choices so that our ecoNot all Montana communities and busi- nomic well-being is not tied to the ever-innesses are pushing for a quick return to creasing consumption of natural resources,
interstate tourism that may bring in more fossil-fueled travel, and greater risks to the
COVID-19 infections, even though it is a health of both people and planet?
large part of their economies. Whitefish
The Virtue of Simplicity is an easy to
has quickly pivoted from “cold quarantine read scholarly article offering a path to a
shoulder to warm Whitefish welcome.” more steady-state economy that allows huThe Bigfork Chamber of Commerce, on the mans and non-humans to flourish!
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Flathead Forest Plan Lawsuit: Judge Says Forest Service
“Predicament Merits Little Sympathy”
In our Winter 2020 newsletter, we reported that the government had omitted
“deliberative” records such as intra- and
inter-agency emails, from the administrative record it provided the Court for its review of our Forest Plan lawsuit - without
even describing those records and why
they should be withheld. U.S. District Judge
Donald Molloy ruled in our favor on March
12, ordering the government to “complete
the administrative record with deliberative materials within 60 days of the date of
this Order. Any documents withheld shall
be identified in a privilege log.”
Though we agreed
to grant the government an additional 30
days due to COVID-19
working conditions, it
nonetheless attempted
to violate the new June
10 deadline as well!
It sought to provide
the “several thousand
documents that are
potentially responsive
to the Court’s order”
by June 10 but also
sought a protective order for any of those
documents it might later decide are exempt
from the administrative record due to deliberative privilege.
The protective order would have required us as plaintiffs to identify privileged
material that my have been inadvertently
disclosed, would have forbade us from disclosing those documents to the public, and
would require us to return those documents
to the government and keep no records
of them. In other words, the government

could take all the time it wanted to identify
the privileged documents and could essentially hold us in violation of the protective
court order for making use of and failing
to identify those documents as privileged
before the government did!
Our attorneys at Earthjustice argued
successfully against this scam. In his June
2 Order, Judge Molloy is holding the government to his previous order and the June
10 deadline, writing of federal defendants:
“This raises concerns about the adequacy
of their previous certification of the administrative record.
However, to the extent
Defendants refused to
parse the documents
on the front end in
favor of pressing an
easily-rejected view
about the scope of the
administrative record,
their current situation
merits little sympathy.”
Unlike the cartoon
on this page, this is
not a trial where the
facts are argued with
witnesses before a jury. All the facts are to
be found in the administrative record from
which the judge will decide whether the
agency made a rational and lawful decision
based on those facts. We are of course glad
Judge Molloy wants a complete record.
Apparently the government has found
making up reasons for why each “privileged” record should be withheld very time
consuming. Perhaps it should heed the advice of Mark Twain: “If you tell the truth
you don’t have to remember anything.”
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The Downward Spiral of Forest Thinning
And Commercial Recreation!
The Flathead National Forest has moved
full speed ahead during the COVID-19
pandemic with the planning of numerous
new timber sales, salvage logging of trees
blown down where forests were thinned by
previous logging, and the issuance of over
a dozen commercial recreation special use
permits. It twice refused to extend public
comment periods on these projects to benefit people struggling with COVID-19 disruptions in their lives.
Barely five years
ago,
the
Flathead
thinned forests around
the community of Swan
Lake with its Sixmile
Fuels Reduction Project, including along
the lower portions
of the Hall Lake and
Bond Creek trails. Predictably, this allowed
strong winds to penetrate the forest canopy
and blow down more
trees than in neighboring un-logged forest, as
shown in these recent
photos taken from the
same position along the
Hall Lake Trail!
Now the Flathead wants to salvage log
the blown down trees, again in the name
of “fuels reduction,” even though it will remove the tree trunks that don’t burn in a fire
and leave the limbs that do burn! Following
this “logic,” the forests won’t be healthy or
safe until all the trees are removed.
Though the initial public comment period closed June 5, planning is ongoing and
your comments can still be submitted. For

ideas, maps, more photos, and where to
comment, see our alert here!
The Flathead is pursuing its fuels reduction scam across the Forest, with huge
timber sales and major road building recently announced for the North Fork Flathead and Tally Lake areas, as well as those
already being planned in the Swan Valley.
To make matters worse, the Flathead on
April 17 announced its plans to issue a dozen commercial special
use permits. It gave the
public only until May
1 to comment and provided no detailed information or maps for the
permits.
We alerted the press,
secured all the permit
information we could,
and posted it all on our
web site for use by the
press and the public.
The result was significant public opposition
to permitting commercial ATV and mountain
bike tours in remote areas of the North Fork,
not to mention permits
for two marathon trail races in bear habitat,
one with up to 400 runners and 300 spectators! (Links to press coverage are here).
The public concern apparently impressed the new Forest Supervisor, but not
enough to withdraw the permits. He told
an Interagency Grizzly Bear Committee
meeting on May 29 that he’d heard lots of
concerns from the public but was nonetheless moving ahead to get the special use
permits issued.
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Unsolicited Praise for Continuing Our Weekly Swan
Ranger Reports While the Group Outings are Suspended!
“Thanks for keeping this sanity touchstone going during these
strange times. Good medicine for
the soul. Very grateful.”
		
			
Nancy R.

“Thank you for continuing your uplifting messages. They remind us of
the many blessings that surround
us.”
				
Carmine M.

“Thanks for this - a little corner of “I love seeing these reports and pics.”
Dawn S.
normalcy in our crazy lives today.”
				
Virginia N.
“I love seeing images of that neck of
“So enjoying your reports each week, the woods.”
				
Dorothy F.
now even from the Netherlands.”
Sallie G.
“I can’t tell you how much I appreci“Such nice photos …Thanks for con- ate your dedication for God’s bounty
in and on our beautiful little Planet.”
tinuing to do this!”
			
Ken R.
				
Leslie S.

Swan Rangers have scattered far and wide but still report in each Saturday!
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Your Donations Again Doubled by Cinnabar Foundation!
Cinnabar Foundation has again issued us a Challenge/Matching Grant for $4,000 - so be
among the first to donate to get your money doubled by Cinnabar!
We rely in large part on member donations to fund our work protecting habitat for fish,
wildlife and people. You can help us broaden our membership by giving Gift Memberships at $25 each, either on-line or using the form below! It’s easy to join with and help
others support our work:
1. Send a check to Swan View Coalition at 3165 Foothill Road, Kalispell, MT 59901 - or 2. Use your credit card securely on-line at
https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com
(or by clicking on the Donate Now button at right)!
Network for Good handles your transaction securely for us and informs us immediately
via email of your donation by credit card. You can also choose to give monthly, quarterly
or yearly there to make it easier or more affordable (or change your mind anytime)! If you
have other info you want to get to us, such as Gift Membership info, simply email it to
keith@swanview.org or mail it to the address in #1, above.
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ✂ ✂ ✂ ✂ ✂ ✂ ✂ ✂ ✍ ✍ ✍ ✍ ✍ ✍ ✍ ✍ ✍ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤ ❤
If there is pink on your mailing label, it means you haven’t donated in nearly a year or more.
Please make a donation so we can keep sending you our newsletter and continue our work!
[ ] Here’s $25 to cover my minimum dues, newsletters, alerts, and Swan Ranger Reports.
[ ] Here’s $50 to help restore a bit of peace and quiet to America’s public lands.
[ ] Here’s $100 to help keep forest roads from ending up in America’s bull trout streams.
[ ] Here’s $500 to help secure grizzly, lynx and wolverine habitat for future generations.
[ ] Here’s $______ to help save the world, one mountain range and one river at a time!
[ ] Here’s $______ for ____ Gift Memberships at a minimum of $25 each. I’ve included
each recipient’s name, mailing address, email address, and my greeting on separate paper.
[ ] As a gift of appreciation for my donation, please send me [ ] the Swan/Flathead history
booklet “The Lineage of Chief Aeneas: A History of People and Place” and/or [ ] a Swan
Ranger patch (circle “hang-loop” or “sew-on”).
[ ] Save paper! Email my newsletters to ___________________________________________
NAME: ________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP: ______________________________________________________
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