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Staying Positive in Negative Times!

It is hard to stay positive when the gov-
ernment turns fully against environmental
protection, but we are trying! We must stay
positive to limit the damage being done!

On page 1 of this newsletter, we report
the Forest Service and other federal agen-
cies have turned politically partisan, in
spite of federal laws against it!

One page 2 we
explain how the gov-
ernment is bending
over backwards to al-
low Big Tech firms to
greatly expand their
Artificial Intelligence
power consumption
at your expense! p

On page 3, we &
talk about efforts to g
put forth our own
positive  messages
and legislation in
the face of environ-
mental backsliding,
rather than simply
seeking a return to the status quo.

On page4, we provide a couple of graph-
ics showing that our road closure monitor-
ing, reporting and litigation are making a
difference in the way the Flathead National
Forest is monitoring its road closure effec-
tiveness. But we must also report the Flat-
head continues dragging its feet and lying.

As the Trump administration has

Swan River and Swan Mountains. Keith Hammer photo.

yanked back federal grants from programs
its says are not in line with its priorities, we
have some good news. Our work and pro-
grams have always been at odds with fed-
eral priorities to log, mine and otherwise
strip the Earth of its resources - so we've
never received grants to collaborate with
such plans, regardless of the political party
in control of the
g White  House!
P The Trump ad-
ministrations ac-
tions, however,
have created big
gaps in non-prof-
it funding, leav-
ing donors faced
with more fund-
raising pleas and
tougher choices!
So, we say
a big THANK
YOU to those of
you that took ad-
vantage of our
Cinnabar Match and got your donations
doubled by Cinnabar Foundation this Sum-
mer and Fall! On page 7, we announce that
an anonymous donor will match/double
your donations up to $15,000 the rest of

. N

Reading a hard copy newsletter and want to access it in color with linked citations? Visit http:/ /www.swanview.org
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Swan View’s News

Fall 2025 2

Forest Service and Other Federal Agencies Turn
Politically Partisan and Announce it Openly!

&« C 23 fs.usda.gov/rO1fflathead
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A The Radical Left Democrats shut down the government. This government website will be updated periodically during the funding lapse for mission critical functions. President Trump has made it clear he wants to

keep the government open and support those who feed, fuel, and clothe the American people.

For information on recreation site status on National Forest System lands, please visit https://www.fs.usda.gs

ov/visit

Screenshot of the Flathead National Forest's Home Page - 10/16/25

What a shock to visit the Flathead Na-
tional Forest’s website soon after the gov-
ernment shutdown and find the following
banner across the top of its website pages:

“The Radical Left Democrats shut down
the government. This government web-
site will be updated periodically during
the funding lapse for mission critical
functions. President Trump has made it
clear he wants to keep the government
open and support those who feed, fuel,
and clothe the American people.”

We soon found these types of banners
were spread across other National Forests
and other agencies in the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. Public Citizen filed a com-
plaint against the Small Business Adminis-
tration and the Department of Housing and
Urban Development for posting similar
website banners. Public Citizen says it vio-
lates the Hatch Act, which prohibits federal
employees, including Cabinet members,
from electioneering while at work.

While the orders to post the website ban-
ners likely came from “the top,” they cast
an ugly shadow on every federal employ-
ee’s ability to be objective in applying law
and science to their daily work. And the ad-
ministration’s blame game is seen by some

to be a smokescreen for its plans to perma-
nently reduce the federal workforce, a plan
voiced long before the government was
shut down due to lack of a funding bill.

According to this article, “Trump said
he would use the Heritage Foundation’s
Project 2025 agenda as a roadmap for dis-
mantling ‘Democrat agencies,” as though
federal agencies are partisan to begin with.
According to the New York Times, “Presi-
dent Trump, who once insisted he had
‘nothing to do with Project 2025,” has im-
plemented many of the proposals from the
right-wing policy document.”

We reported on the Project 2025 Presi-
dential Transition Project in our Holidays
2024 newsletter and have since reported on
President Trump’s efforts to gut the Endan-
gered Species Act, increase Forest Service
logging 25%, and rescind rules that protect
America’s public roadless lands for road-
building, logging and other development.
(See our Winter-Spring 2025 and Summer
2025 newsletters).

And recently, the Flathead NF announced
it would no longer alert the public via email
when it starts planning logging projects,
leaving it up to the taxpayer to check the
Flathead’s website each day to see what's
new! So much for the Forest Service motto
“Caring for the Land and Serving People!”



https://montanafreepress.org/2025/10/07/shutdown-smokescreen-public-lands-furloughs-could-become-layoffs
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/02/us/politics/trump-project-2025-vought.html
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Holidays-2024.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Holidays-2024.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Winter-Spring-2025.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Summer-2025.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Summer-2025.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/251014-Flathead-National-Forest-Project-Notifications.pdf
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5534739-government-agencies-violate-hatch-act/
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5534739-government-agencies-violate-hatch-act/
https://montanafreepress.org/2025/10/07/shutdown-smokescreen-public-lands-furloughs-could-become-layoffs
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Big Tech Gobbling Up Resources and Trampling Public Lands!

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is all the rage
and latest fad in electronic technology, but
few are likely aware of the amount of elec-
tricity consumed by Al data centers and
how their home electric bill is subsidizing
it. The Salt Lake Tribune reports that “the
American public has been forced to pay
billions of dollars to subsidize the cost of
energy-hungry Al growth.”

The Tribune goes on
to explain the problem for §
consumers: “To meet data
center demand, utilities are
building new power plants
and power lines that are
needed only because of data
center growth. If state regu-
lators allow utilities to fol-
low the standard approach
of splitting the costs of new
infrastructure among all
consumers, the public will
end up paying to supply
data centers with all that
power.”

The Missoulian reports
that NorthWestern Energy
intends “to supply as much
as 1,000 megawatts (one
gigawatt) of electricity by
the year 2030 to a proposed
data center in Montana run by a Texas-
based company called Quantica Infrastruc-
ture . . . That 1,000 megawatts could power
800,000 homes for a year . . . Anne Hedges,
the executive director of a Helena-based
nonprofit called the Montana Environmen-
tal Information Center . . . noted that in the
last six months, data center companies in
Montana have announced plans to suck
up a combined 2,000 megawatts of power
by 2030. The total load for all customers in
Montana right now is about 750 megawatts

Massimo Botturi on Unsplash

... “Where’s all that power going to come
from?’ she said. “Where’s all this infrastruc-
ture coming from and who’s going to pay
for it? NorthWestern says they’re going to
share the cost of all this new infrastructure
and it will lower the cost for everyone. No,
no. You're going to shift the cost of adding
this kind of upgrade to existing customers,
that’s what you're saying. You're just going
, to be cost-shifting.””

And what does the pub-
lic get out of this? According
to The Intercept, “President
Donald Trump [recently]
approved . . . the construc-
tion of a 211-mile road right
through the Brooks Range
Foothills and across the
Northwestern Alaskan Arc-
tic, including 26 miles of
Gates of the Arctic National
Park. The administration
justified its decision to allow
a mining company to carve
through the arctic foothills
with a simple explanation:
¥ Building the road will ben-
efit the American artificial
intelligence industry.”

This is a road the Bu-
reau of Land Management
refused to build under the Biden Adminis-
tration. Meanwhile, public coal leasing in
eastern Montana canceled under President
Biden, but recently revived by President
Trump and Congress, drew only a single
bid: a fraction of one penny per ton for coal
worth $1.10 in 2012. Although BLM refused
that bid as below market value, it appears
likely that the public will end up subsidiz-
ing coal-generated electricity for Al if the
Trump administration and NorthWestern
Energy prevail.



https://www.sltrib.com/news/nation-world/2025/06/10/how-your-electric-bill-may-be/
https://missoulian.com/news/local/business/article_64afaccd-8356-40c1-b2da-52eff914acda.html
https://theintercept.com/2025/10/08/trump-ai-alaska-national-park-ambler-road/
https://dailymontanan.com/2025/10/16/market-for-new-coal-leases-at-odds-with-federal-platform/
https://dailymontanan.com/2025/10/16/market-for-new-coal-leases-at-odds-with-federal-platform/
https://dailymontanan.com/2025/10/16/market-for-new-coal-leases-at-odds-with-federal-platform/
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Let’s Turn Lemons into Lemonade!

We can view the recent turmoil in gov-
ernment as either a curse or an opportuni-
ty. Federal agencies have long been ridden
with political corruption and bent on sell-
ing/privatizing the public resources they
are charged with protecting. The Trump
administration has simply been more trans-
parent in its resource-extraction zeal as it
turns over the federal apple cart!

In our Summer 2025
newsletter, we asked you
to not only object to the
removal of the Forest Ser- |
vice’s 2001 Roadless Rule,
but to urge Congress “to
preserve and improve
upon the 2001 Roadless
Rule,” rather than keep its
loopholes that allow log-
ging, road construction
and grazing in the name
of “forest health.” And we
asked you to urge Con-
gress to pass the Northern
Rockies Ecosystem Act to
provide permanent pro-
tection for 23 million acres
of vital ecosystems and
watersheds in Montana,
Idaho, Wyoming, Eastern Washington, and
Oregon.

We must continue to offer better alterna-
tives than just maintaining the inadequate
status quo that is under threat. So now we
ask you to learn about the Forest Protection
and Climate Justice Act, a proposal that
would protect forests, enhance community
wildfire safety, and reduce climate impacts
rather than continue with the decimation of
our forests under the guise of “fuels reduc-
tion” or “forest restoration.” Click here for
the Act and click here for a Section by Sec-
tion Summary of the Act.

Fresh grizzly bear track!

Similarly, the National Environmental
Policy Act has been under attack by the
current and past administrations and Con-
gress, even though it required no particular
environmental outcomes. It instead simply
required that the environmental impacts be
disclosed to the public, with the idea that
the public, industry and politicians would
then “create conditions under which man
and nature can exist in
productive ~ harmony.”
One need only look
around to see that NEPA
has failed to bring about
that harmony or protect
our environment and na-
tive ecosystems.

Some are now calling
for NEPA to be replaced
by laws that have sub-
stantive requirements, not
& just procedural ones. “It’s
time for a National Envi-

ronmental Protection Act,
@ one that mandates sub-
stance over procedure,
B and reflects values that the

NEPA authors thought we

had,” argues Wilderness
Watch'’s Katie Bilodeau in CounterPunch.

NEPA has helped public watchdogs
slow the pace of development and environ-
mental destruction, but it certainly hasn’t
slowed it enough or replaced it with truly
sustainable ecosystem restoration. Instead,
industry and the government agencies and
Congress they have captured, have held
sway with an onslaught of propaganda
painting logging as forest restoration.

We must take advantage of the current
upheaval in government to reform it for the
better, rather than simply fight for a return
to an inadequate status quo.



https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Summer-2025.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Summer-2025.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/take-action/#/21
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Act-31July25.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Act-31July25.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Act-Section-Summary-31July25.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Act-Section-Summary-31July25.pdf
https://www.counterpunch.org/2025/10/17/rip-nepa-dont-mourn-nepas-death-replace-it-with-something-stronger/
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Progress on Road Closure Monitoring, Problems Remain!

Our monitoring and reporting on road
closure effectiveness on the Flathead Na-
tional Forest has had a positive effect on
its monitoring program, but it continues to
drag its feet and many problems remain.

In 2022, we inspected 303 road closure
devices in the Flathead’s Swan Valley Geo-
graphic Area. In 2023 we issued our find-
ings in our “Road Hunt” report: 47% of
the closures were ineffective at stopping
motorized vehicles, compared to the 8-10%
reported ineffective by the Flathead. We
pointed out a number of reasons for why
the Flathead was under-reporting its inef-
fective road closures.

In 2024, the Flathead issued a “Road Clo-
sure Monitoring Companion and How-to”
guide to improve consistency in its moni-
toring. While we’'ve yet to determine the
effects of this guidance on newly collected
road closure data, we do know that the
Flathead’s review of its already-collected
data for 2020-2024 has resulted in increases
in the reported “ineffective” percentages.
This is illustrated by the two Flathead Proj-
ect File Exhibit graphics shown below, with
the left graph relying on “draft data” indi-
cated by an asterisk and the right graph
adjusting ineffectiveness mostly upwards
(worse) after further review of that data.

Cyclone Bill Project File Exhibit Q-22:
Closure Device Inspections 2005-2024
1400 14%
1200 12%
1000 10%
800 8%
600 6%
400 4%

200 2%

EEm #Inspected mmm#Ineffective s % Ineffective

Remarkably, Exhibit Q-021 concludes
“Since 2011, the average road closure effec-
tiveness has improved, not declined.” This
squares neither with a good look at the
Q-021 graph or with a table in Q-021 that
clearly states that the average ineffective-
ness for 2005-2011 was 9% and the average
for 2019-2024 was 10%!

While the Flathead finds it necessary
to lie about a 1% increase in its road clo-
sure ineffectiveness, its own data indicate
the increase would be even larger were it
to finally admit that a road closure found
“breached” by motor vehicles yet deemed
“functional” cannot be counted as an “ef-
fective” closure - something it has done
since 2021! Nor can the government con-
tinue to claim it fixes ineffective closures
“as soon as they are able,” when it doesn't.

In 2024 we revisited 10 of the ineffective
2022 road closures highlighted in photos
in our 2023 Road Hunt report. Only 2 had
been worked on since 2022. One was a gate
that had been shut and locked and the oth-
er was a boulder closure made worse by
completely removing the boulders being
detoured around! We documented these
circumstances in our 2024 “Roads Revis-
ited” report and, in 2025, still found the
boulder closure removed altogether!

West Reservoir Project File Exhibit Q-021:
Closure Device Inspections 2005-2024
1400 16%
1200 14%

1000

B # Inspected W # Ineffective e 9% Ineffective


https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/Road_Hunt_Hammer_2023.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/2024_FNFClosureDeviceInpsection_HowTo_Companion_07102024.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/2024_FNFClosureDeviceInpsection_HowTo_Companion_07102024.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/Road_Hunt_Hammer_2023.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/Roads-Revisited-2024-Hammer.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/Roads-Revisited-2024-Hammer.pdf
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Unsolicited Praise for Our Work and Advocacy!

“Thank you for all the work you do
for the Swan’s and for all of us. This
is a tough time to be an environmen-
tal activist and a tough time for any-
one connected to our Earth. It means
a lot to me that you continue to do
this very important work.” C.S.

“Thanks for the good work you do—I
appreciated the clear and direct com-
ments/points you suggested for the
roadless rule comment period and
just submitted comments.” M.E.

“Thanks! Isubmitted comments!”
L.M.

“Outstanding letter; thanks for all
you do on behalf of our wild places
and wildlife.” PA.

“Bravo!!! So glad to get some good
news. Thanks to all your persistence
and dedication.” J.T.

“Your statements are so refreshing.
Great job!” C.P.

“With heartfelt appreciation and re-
spect for all you do.” KR

“Thank you for sharing this informa-
tion. Real science is so important
- and refreshing! Thanks for your
work.” PJ.

“You're very welcome [for the dona-
tion]. Thanks for doing the work!.”
NJ.

“Ireally hope I didn’t miss the Cinna-
bar match [with this donation]. Keep
up your amazing work!” A.M.

“Your busy schedule is testament to
someone who is doing a lot of good
in the world - thanks for continuing
to fight the good fight!”

J.G.

Annual Membership Meeting and Potluck November 16!

Join us for our Membership Meeting
Sunday, November 16, at 4pm! We meet at
the Mountain Brook Community Library
at 2353 Foothill Road.

We’ll spend an hour electing officers,
discussing a bit of business, and summariz-
ing the past year’s challenges and accom-
plishments!

Then we’ll enjoy a potluck dinner and
socializing in a relaxed atmosphere!

Dinner will be followed by a regularly
scheduled Swan Range Community Music
Jam Session at 6pm for those who wish to
stay! You don’t have to play an instrument
to enjoy this low key get together!

We hope you can join us!
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Anonymous Donor is Matching $15,000 of Your Donations
Donate Today and Double Your Gift!

We rely in large part on member donations to fund our work protecting habitat for fish,
wildlife and people. You can help us broaden our membership by giving Gift Member-
ships at $25 each, either on-line or using the form below! It’s easy to join with and help
others support our work:

1. Send a check to Swan View Coalition at 3165 Foothill Road, Kalispell, MT 59901 - or -

2. Use your credit card securely on-line at onhate Now
https:/ / swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com c do gh
(or by clicking on the Donate Now button at right)!

Network for Good handles your transaction securely for us and informs us immediately
via email of your donation by credit card. You can also choose to give monthly, quarterly
or yearly there to make it easier or more affordable (or change your mind anytime)! If you
have other info you want to get to us, such as Gift Membership info, simply email it to
keith@swanview.org or mail it to the address in #1, above.

YV P YPW VWY < XKFKKKFK<GH &H b Lo o Bjo o HO O O O

If there is pink on your mailing label, it means you haven’t donated in nearly a year or more.
Please make a donation so we can keep sending you our newsletter and continue our work!

[ 1Here’s $25 to cover my minimum dues, newsletters, alerts, and Swan Ranger Reports.
[ 1Here’s $50 to help restore a bit of peace and quiet to America’s public lands.

[ ]1Here’s $100 to help keep forest roads from ending up in America’s bull trout streams.
[ ]1Here’s $500 to help secure grizzly, lynx and wolverine habitat for future generations.
[ 1Here’s $ to help save the world, one mountain range and one river at a time!

[ 1Here’s $ for Gift Memberships at a minimum of $25 each. I’ve included

each recipient’s name, mailing address, email address, and my greeting on separate paper.
[ 1As a gift of appreciation for my donation, please send me [ ] the Swan/Flathead history
booklet “The Lineage of Chief Aeneas: A History of People and Place” and/or [ ] a Swan
Ranger patch (circle ‘“hang-loop” or ‘“‘sew-on”).

[ ] Save paper! Email my newsletters to

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:



https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
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