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Giving Thanks in 2024 but Looking Hard at 2025!

Thank goodness Swan View turned
only 40 this year and is still young! Mon-
tana and National election results indicate
we will be very busy defending our envi-
ronment in the future!

We start with the good news in this
newsletter. On pages and 2 and 3, we look
at the Forest Service’s new travel map for
Krause Basin and
show how we've
made great progress
in getting the illegal
user-created  trails
removed and wild-
life habitat security
increased, in spite of
the agency’s opposi-
tion to doing so!

On page 4, we
look at how it ap-
pears our nation’s
resolve to protect the
environment and en-
dangered species has
waned since Richard Nixon signed the En-
dangered Species Act in 1973. We also pro-
vide a link to an excellent and more uplift-
ing Daily Inter Lake video interview about
the ESA with our Chair, Keith Hammer!

On page 5 we look at the corruption in
the Forest Service’s commercial Special Use
Permit process that is coming to light as the
good guys wanting to crack down on out-
law outfitters are removed from their posts

and the bad guys get promoted. Don’t miss
the similarities to how the FS tried to pro-
tect the outlaw trail builders in Krause Ba-
sin rather than enforce the law (page 2).

On page 6 we provide some unsolicited
praise for our work and report on the out-
come of our November 17 general member-
ship meeting!

We want to say
THANK YOU to
all of you that have
supported our work
for 40 years through
your generous dona-
tions and kind words!

Most recently,
THANK YOU to
those of you that met
our $4,000 Cinnabar
Foundation  Chal-
lenge Grant and got
your donations dou-
bled!

On page 7, the
good news is that a generous donor will
match/double your donations up to
$15,000 through the end of the year and
you can help spread the word via gift
memberships to your friends!

Happy Solstice and Happy Holidays!

Keitln

Reading a hard copy newsletter and want to access it in color with linked citations? Visit http:/ /www.swanview.org



http://www.swanview.org
http://www.swanrange.org
http://www.swanview.org/
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Reduction in Illegal User-Created Trails in Krause Basin
Reflected in New Forest Service Map!

In 2024, Swan Lake Ranger District issued
a revised Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVU-
Map) for Krause Basin. It is based on the
results of an agency-led Collaborative that
clarified the legal trails allowed in the still-
standing 1988 Noisy Face Recreation Plan,
while disallowing illegal user-created trails.

The new District-wide MVUMap can be
downloaded here or the Krause Basin por-
tion can be viewed in the upper half of the
next page of this newsletter. As detailed in
our Winter-Spring 2024 and Summer 2024
newsletters, when the District asked for
help blocking and naturalizing the illegal
trails, we volun-
teered.

As shown in |
the example on |
this page, we
scattered woody
debris on those
trails to make
them impassable
and to establish
a layer of organic
material on the
damaged  soils.
Besides “natural-
izing” these trails,
the Ranger’s goal
was to send a clear message that user-creat-
ed trails won’t be tolerated.

This was a sharp turn-around from the
FS’s refusal to prosecute two mountain
bikers we caught illegally clearing a user-
created trail in 2020. In fact the FS’s Plan-
ning Team [ead argued against prosecut-
ing the offenders because “there are others
in Krause Basin that are cutting trails open
as well.” And, rather than firstly determine
which trails were legal, she urged that the

Blocking and naturalization of steep User-Created Trail 09 in
Krause Basin, setting the stage for re-vegetation.

collaborators should be able to “choose the
trails they want.” In other words, people
clearing illegal trails should not be pun-
ished and should instead be allowed to in-
clude those trails in the current and future
trail system as a reward.

This is a too-common approach taken by
the FS; ignore the law and instead solicit
public support for unlawful trails through
a collaborative group. We instead insisted
that the law be followed and the 1988 Plan
enforced. The Planning email, obtained via
our Freedom of Information Act request,
reveals clearly the FS’s desire to increase
the trail network
in Krause Basin
regardless of the
1988 Plan’s strict
limits on the size
of that trail sys-
tem.

The bottom map
on the following
page is the Forest
Service map the
Collaborative was
asked to choose
trails from, show-
ing a plethora of
legal trails, illegal
trails and mis-mapped trails. Corrections to
the mapping and our hard work reclaim-
ing ten of the illegal trails results in the
much smaller network shown in the upper
map. This will reduce human interruptions
of wildlife in Krause Basin, the goal of the
1988 Plan. It should also make enforcement
easier against out-of-season (open July-
August only) and off-system use by motor-
cycles, ATVs and e-bikes by making clear
which trails are legal and which are not.

(continued on next page)


https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/FW-External-Email-Britt-Kanter-Mapping-and-GiF-22pgs.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_MEDIA/fseprd978585.jpg
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_MEDIA/fseprd978585.jpg
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/flathead/home/?cid=fseprd977802
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd495956.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Winter-Spring_2024_opt.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Summer-2024.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/FW-External-Email-Britt-Kanter-Mapping-and-GiF-22pgs.pdf
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The Future of the Endangered Species Act?

The Endangered Species Act was signed
into law by Republican President Richard
Nixon in 1973 to conserve the ecosystems
upon which threatened and endangered
species depend. Apparently, that was not
the same Republican Party that recently
won the office of the President and control
of both the U.S. Senate and House.

Indeed, the Project 2025 Presidential
Transition Project (pages 533-534) calls for
“reform of the Endangered Species Act . . .
to end its use to . . . prevent economic de-
velopment, and
to interfere with
the rights of states
over their wildlife
populations.  In
the meantime, a
new administra-
tion should take
the following im-
mediate  action:

WATCH ON
YOUTUBE

Season 2: Episode 4: Using Endangered Species
Act to Protect Montana’s Grizzly Bears & their

View Coalition, Hammer has tirelessly fought against forest management
practices that threaten wildlife, using litigation to halt projects impacting grizzly
habitats. We delve into the legal and political challenges that have shaped—

In the case of grizzly bears, this would
promptly allow the states of Montana, Idaho
and Wyoming to line their coffers by selling
trophy hunting licenses for the privileged
killing of grizzly bears. Ditto for wolves, as
witnessed by the partial delisting of wolves
that has already occurred. One can expect
protections for the lives and habitats of bull
trout, lynx, wolverine and other imperiled
species to become secondary to the com-
mercial exploitation of their lives and habi-
tats - the opposite of what Congress and
President Nixon
intended in 1973.

The Kalispell
Daily Inter Lake’s

Habitat Kate Heston re-
Join Kate Heston for our last episode of Season 2, as she explores Keith Cently wrote
Hammer's decades-long battle to protect Montana’s iconic grizzly bears .

through the power of the Endangered Species Act. As president of the Swan a 4—part series

about the ESA.
Her articles are
also included in 4

and continue to shape—conservation in Montana. From court victories to

Delist the grizzly
bear in the Great-

er Yellowstone generations.

confrontations with state and federal agencies, this episode reveals the
complexities and stakes of preserving Montana’s wild legacy for future

“companion” vid-
eos that include
further interview

and ~ Nor ther n Watch this 17-minute video at material.
Continental Di- https:/ / www.youtube.com /watch?v=3WHUejSoONU. We are pleased
vide Ecosystems that Kate not only

and defend to the
Supreme Court of the United States the
agency’s fact-based decision to do so.”
Project 2025 also calls for a prohibition
on the return of listed species to their for-
mer habitats and an end to “reliance on so-
called species specialists.” In other words,
the ESA would be gutted so it could no
longer protect species’ habitats from being
destroyed in the name of economic devel-
opment, could not rely on the expertise of
experts in research on the needs of listed
species, and would provide states a trump
card over management of species that re-
side there.

sought out SVC’s
Keith Hammer to participate in the se-
ries, but that her colleagues included am-
ple supplementary video commentary by
Keith, including closing comments on the
importance of the ESA to conserving wild
nature for our children. A link to this video
is provided at the center of this page.

As President Nixon states at the outset
of the video, “Clean air and clean water, the
wise use of our land, the protection of wild-
life and natural beauty, parks for all to en-
joy. These are part of the birthright of every
American. To guarantee that birthright, we
must act and act decisively.”


https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://dailyinterlake.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3WHUejSoONU
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Forest Service Continues its Willy-Nilly Approval Of
Special Use Permits Amid Corruption!

A year ago, the Flathead and other Na-
tional Forests that manage the Bob Mar-
shal Wilderness Complex asked the public
to comment on its proposed reauthoriza-
tion of 62 Outfitter and Guide Special Use

Snelson is speaking out about what he
sees as corruption in the Forest Service,
sounding the alarm about how this cor-
ruption may taint the already contentious
permitting of the Holland Lake Lodge.

Permits there. The Forests provided no
information about how well any of those
permittees were complying with the condi-
tions of their permits.

We requested such information via the
Freedom of Information Act. Although
such requests are supposed to be answered
within 20 working days, we are still wait-
ing for the information!

Meanwhile, it surfaced that one of
those outfitters, for-
mer Forest Service B
employee Richard §&
McAtee, had been
repeatedly  violat-
ing his permit con-
ditions since 2017.
When then-Spotted &
Bear District Ranger &
Scott Snelson tried
to enforce those con- &2
ditions and cancel %
McAtee’s permit,
his efforts were un-
dercut by then-Flat-
head Forest Super-
visor Kurt Steele and the Regional Office.

McAtee is now up on federal charges for
allegedly killing and transporting a brown
bear in Alaska - charges to which he has
plead not guilty. Meanwhile Snelson was
removed from his post as District Ranger
and soon retired under duress. Steele was
promoted to a position in the Regional Of-
fice where he is currently in a position to
oversee the SUP program.

Outfitter outhouse in the Bob Marshall Wilderness.
Jeff Juel photo.

Also underway are the writing of a new
Comprehensive River Management Plan
(CRMP) for the Flathead’s Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers, as well as authorizing SUPs for
commercial Outfitting and Guide use of
those rivers.

Indeed, the Flathead in September an-
nounced its intention to renew Outfitter
and Guide permits on the North and Mid-
dle Fork Flathead Rivers, even though it has

not yet complet-
ed its CRMP to
set limits on the
number of per-
mitted service
days. What little
information the
Flathead  pro-
vided the public
indicates  that
the number of
permitted  ser-
vice days for the
Lower North Fork
and Lower Middle
Fork were exceeded
by actual commercial use - by as much as
50% from 2015-23!

Meanwhile, the Flathead repeatedly ap-
proves a litany of “temporary” SUPs each
year with no overview look at cumulative
effects or reasonable limits. To view these
and other SUP projects, click here. For
Hungry Horse News articles about McA-
tee, Snelson, Steele and some of these proj-
ects click on 12/6/23 and 9/25/24.



https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=65359
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=65359
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=65359
https://missoulian.com/news/local/holland-lake-lodge-permit-owners-eric-jacobsen-special-use-expansion-apply/article_544444fc-98b0-11ef-94e7-f723df479ec6.html
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=56536
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/flathead/?project=66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/projects/flathead/landmanagement/projects
https://hungryhorsenews.com/news/2023/dec/06/ousted-spotted-bear-district-ranger-speaks-out/
https://hungryhorsenews.com/news/2024/sep/25/former-outfitter-and-forest-service-employee-pleads-not-guilty-to-alaska-grizzly-killing/
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Unsolicited Praise for Our Work and Advocacy!

“It was good to see you front-paging
the paper today. Thanks for your ad-
vocacy through the years!” J.N.

“Really nice Daily Inter Lake You-
Tube video. Great message. Great im-
ages. Will be sharing this.” C.G.

“Terrific work, and good on [the Dai-
ly Inter Lake] for recording it.” P.E.

“You speak well for ESA, and work
well for ESA. I am grateful for your
contributions for all our lives in an
ecosystem of which we barely know

our part.” B.H.
“You are a model for activists.” J.H.
“Great job!” S.K.

“Thank you so much for all your hard
work on this! I so appreciate you!”
AM.

“T found this to be an excellent inter-

view.” L.M.
“We sure do appreciate SVC!”  B.H.
“Thanks for the newsletter. It's al-

ways impressive to read what's hap-
pening. Swan View Coalition is a
paragon of getting lots of great work
done with a small very deeply-root-
ed organization..” D.B.

“I enjoyed the newsletter — Thanks
for all your good work!” L.M.

“Makes me appreciate your years of
working for the environment even
more.” L.S.

“So happy to support your work.”
C.S.

“Here’s $40 for 40 amazing years!
Thank you Swan View!”

B.H.

Pam Willison photo

Annual Membership Meeting Report

Swan View Coalition held its annual

Working Committee officers were re-

meeting November 17 in conjunction with elected to their same positions for another
our every-other-week Swan Range com- year: Keith Hammer - Chair, Julie Bates -
munity pot luck and music jam session. Secretary, and Carol Buchan - Treasurer.
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Generous Donor Matching Your Donations up to $15,000
Donate Today and Double Your Gift!

We rely in large part on member donations to fund our work protecting habitat for fish,
wildlife and people. You can help us broaden our membership by giving Gift Member-
ships at $25 each, either on-line or using the form below! It’s easy to join with and help
others support our work:

1. Send a check to Swan View Coalition at 3165 Foothill Road, Kalispell, MT 59901 - or -

2. Use your credit card securely on-line at onhate Now
https:/ / swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com c do gh
(or by clicking on the Donate Now button at right)!

Network for Good handles your transaction securely for us and informs us immediately
via email of your donation by credit card. You can also choose to give monthly, quarterly
or yearly there to make it easier or more affordable (or change your mind anytime)! If you
have other info you want to get to us, such as Gift Membership info, simply email it to
keith@swanview.org or mail it to the address in #1, above.

YV P YPW VWY < XKFKKKFK<GH &H b Lo o Bjo o HO O O O

If there is pink on your mailing label, it means you haven’t donated in nearly a year or more.
Please make a donation so we can keep sending you our newsletter and continue our work!

[ 1Here’s $25 to cover my minimum dues, newsletters, alerts, and Swan Ranger Reports.
[ 1Here’s $50 to help restore a bit of peace and quiet to America’s public lands.

[ ]1Here’s $100 to help keep forest roads from ending up in America’s bull trout streams.
[ ]1Here’s $500 to help secure grizzly, lynx and wolverine habitat for future generations.
[ 1Here’s $ to help save the world, one mountain range and one river at a time!

[ 1Here’s $ for Gift Memberships at a minimum of $25 each. I’ve included

each recipient’s name, mailing address, email address, and my greeting on separate paper.
[ 1As a gift of appreciation for my donation, please send me [ ] the Swan/Flathead history
booklet “The Lineage of Chief Aeneas: A History of People and Place” and/or [ ] a Swan
Ranger patch (circle ‘“hang-loop” or ‘“‘sew-on”).

[ ] Save paper! Email my newsletters to

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:



https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
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Giving Thanks in 2024 but Looking Hard at 2025!

Executive Summary

New Map Reflects Trail Reductions, Smaller Footprint in Krause Basin!
A Comparison of Old and New Maps of Krause Basin!

The Future of the ESA under Project 2025 and an Interview with SVC!

Corruption in the Forest Service and Its Special Use Permit Programs!

Unsolicited Praise for our Work and Advocacy!

Annual Membership Meeting Report!
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