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Citizen Oversight and Sound Public Policy a Must!

This newsletter presents two recent ex-
amples of successful citizen oversight of
our public lands and waters, then asks you
to take a few moments to comment on the
Trump administration’s efforts to remove
protections from America’s public roadless
lands. These are comments-made-simple.
They highlight the importance of sound
public policy and
citizen oversight to
enforce it.

One page 1, we
report on how Swan
View Coalition and
others put a stop
to plans to build a
trail and boardwalk
through public wet-
lands that include a
population of sensi-
tive native orchids!

On page 3, we re-
port on how the pub-
lic posting of a video
of a huge amphibi-
ous ATV mucking up the Blackfoot River
has resulted in State and Federal investiga-
tions and fines to the County that contract-
ed the errant weed-spraying vehicle!

On page 4, we discuss the Trump ad-
ministration’s efforts to remove protec-
tions from America’s public roadless lands.
Among those are the fact that America can-
not afford to maintain the logging roads it

Giant Helleborine orchid. Lynn Smith photo.

already has, let alone build new ones! We
provide links where you can comment to
the Forest Service by September 19 and
also ask Congress to intervene to protect
and improve the existing protections!

On page 5, Alliance for the Wild Rock-
ies” Mike Garrity explains how the North-
ern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act is
the best protection
that can be afforded
the area’s roadless
lands. We urge you
to write your mem-
bers of Congress to
support it!

On page 6 we
provide unsolicited
praise for our work
and announce that
Keith Hammer has
been named the 2025
recipient of the Fund
for Wild Nature’s
“Activist of the Year
Award!”

On page 7, we again announce that the
Cinnabar Foundation will match/double
your donations up to $4,000 this summer.
We are about half way there, so please
help us finish meeting this challenge!

Kettln-

Reading a hard copy newsletter and want to access it in color with linked citations? Visit http:/ /www.swanview.org



http://www.swanview.org
http://www.swanrange.org
https://www.thecinnabarfoundation.org/
http://www.swanview.org/
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Tragedy Averted Due to Citizen Oversight, Saving a Rare
Population of Native Orchids on Public Land!

Arare population of native orchids and its
larger wetland complex have been spared
from the construction of a trail and/or
boardwalk through the wetlands - but only
because of concerned citizens working to-
gether. Last Spring, members of Swan View
Coalition learned of plans for Wild Mon-
tana volunteers to assist the Creston Na-
tional Fish Hatchery in building a section
of trail and perhaps boardwalk through the
wetlands alongside the Jessup Mill Pond,
which serves not only as a water source for
the fish hatchery, but g
as a nesting area for i
waterfowl.

Members of Flat-
head Audubon were |
contacted, numerous [
folks contacted the [
Fish Hatchery, and
the hatchery agreed
to postpone the trail #
work until Fall to [
protect nesting birds.
During the summer,
however, Swan View
Coalition  member
Lynn Smith found
and photographed a
population of rare Greater Helleborine or-
chids at the wetland - with proposed trail
location flagging running smack through
the middle of it!

Lynn also shared her documentation with
the Montana Natural Heritage Program,
which lists the Greater Helleborine (Epipac-
tis gigantea) as “Senstive” and a “Species
of Conservation Concern” in Montana. The
listing now includes the Jessup Mill Pond
population among only “several dozen
occurrences across western and southern

A proposed trail location flagged smack through a popu-
lation Giant Helleborine orchids! Lynn Smith photo.

Montana where it is associated with seeps
and springs, fens, and thermal waters.”

On August 7, Swan View Coalition
brought these matters to the Fish Hatch-
ery’s attention via a letter that included
some of Lynn’s photos. Swan View asked
the hatchery to stop all work on the trail
and not build a trail or boardwalk through
the wetland area. With a trail already estab-
lished along both sides of the Mill Pond,
Swan View argued that there was no reason
to connect the two through the wetlands to

'- make a loop trail.

To its credit, the
Fish Hatchery, which
is part of U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Ser-
vice, quickly agreed
to “cease develop-
ment of the trail
around Jessup Mill
Pond through the
wetlands area.” This
near miss could have
been averted, how-
ever, had USFWS
first conducted the
requisite field sur-
veys and environ-
mental review to insure the trail and its hu-
man use would not trample rare plants or
disturb sensitive wildlife.

Our thanks go out to Lynn Smith, Flat-
head Audubon and others that contacted
the Fish Hatchery. And we appreciate that
Wild Montana did not balk at the hatchery’s
decision to cancel the trail project. We've
suggested to the hatchery and Wild Mon-
tana that volunteers could instead be put to
work carefully pulling invasive weeds en-
croaching on the pond and wetlands.


https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/250807-Hammer-to-Slivka.pdf
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Huge Amphibious UTV Seen Trashing the Blackfoot River Con-
tracted by Powell County to Spray Weeds Along the Shores!

It started as an Instagram posted by
someone fishing the Blackfoot River and
asking people to spread the word about
the disruption and damage being caused
by a big amphibious Utility Terrain Vehi-
cle (UTV) operating in the river: https:/ /
www.instagram.com/p/DM87COmy-
Wm?7 . Swan View Coalition saw it, shared
it on several email networks, and within the
week 20 co-signors sent a letter to the Di-
rector of Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks
and the Field Su-
pervisor of U.S.
Fish and Wildlife
Service in Hel-
ena, demanding
that the matter &
be investigated &
and charges filed
for running the
UTV  up and |
down some nine
miles of river that
is designated as
Critical Habitat
for  threatened
bull trout, among
other things.

Thus far, the
State of Montana has fined Powell County
$500 for violating the Stream Protection
Act without the required 124 Permit. Pow-
ell County issued a public apology while
laying the blame on its weed-spraying con-
tractor for not contacting the County or
obtaining the necessary permit before us-
ing the UTV in the river. The County also
claims that MDFWP’s investigation “re-
ported minimal long-term damage to the
affected areas of the river. No restitution for
any harm has been requested.”

SHERP ATV in the Blackfoot River. Instagram video screenshot.

To this Swan View Coalition’s Keith
Hammer responded “The fine is barely a
slap on the wrist, and you don’t need to
see dead fish to know that habitat has been
harmed and the fish harassed. This was
beyond stupid and added injury to what
was already occurring due to warm waters,
which is why there were hoot-owl restric-
tions on fishing in place.” Hoot-owl restric-
tion prohibit otherwise legal fishing dur-
ing certain hours of the day to prevent the
harassment of fish
already stressed
due to too-warm
§ water, when they
® may need to lin-
# ger in cooler pools
simply to survive
# the heat and low
water conditions.

We are still
P waiting to hear

=2 from USFWS, the
agency with the
® ultimate authority
over threatened
species like bull
trout. Will it find
that fishing at the
wrong times during heat harms bull trout
but running a big UTV around in their hab-
itat and cooler pools does not?

At least at this point in time we have
regulations in place prohibiting agencies
and private parties from doing “harm” to
threatened and endangered species and
their habitats. As reported in our Winter-
Spring 2025 newsletter, we are opposing the
Trump administration’s efforts to remove
the definition of “harm” from it regulations
implementing the Endangered Species Act!



https://www.instagram.com/p/DM87COmyWm7
https://www.instagram.com/p/DM87COmyWm7
https://www.instagram.com/p/DM87COmyWm7
https://www.instagram.com/p/DM87COmyWm7
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/Christy-Clark-Amity-Bass-letter.pdf
https://missoulacurrent.com/powell-county-blackfoot/
https://missoulacurrent.com/powell-county-blackfoot/
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Winter-Spring-2025.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Winter-Spring-2025.pdf
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Forest Service Removing Roadless Land Protections!

The Forest Service’s 2001 Roadless Area
Conservation Rule concluded, “It makes
little fiscal or environmental sense to build
additional roads in inventoried roadless
areas that have irretrievable values at risk
when the agency is struggling to maintain
its existing road system.” Now the Trump
administration, feigning to be all about
government efficiency, has proposed to
rescind the 2001 prohibitions against road
construction and logging in roadless areas
and argue just the opposite in an Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS). Its goal, of
course, is to gift public trees to the timber
industry at taxpay-
ers’ expense!

Your comments :
objecting to this
about-face are due
by September 19.
Go to https:/ /www.
regulations.gov/
document/FS-2025-
0001-0001 and then
click on the Com-
ment button in the
upper left of that
page. Here are some
suggested points to
make:

1. The Forest Service already has more
roads than it can afford to maintain, at
386,000 miles. The Flathead National For-
est receives only 42% of the funds needed
to maintain its current road system.

2. Roads increase the risks of wildfire,
with 95% of human-cause wildfires in the
lower 48 states occurring within a half-mile
of a road.

3. The survival of grizzly bears “is di-
rectly related to their selection for unroaded
areas . . . if unroaded habitats are reduced
in quantity or size, the number of adult fe-
males will eventually decline.”

)

>

There are no roads across the Swan Crest thanks to the
2001 Roadless Rule, science and citizen advocacy!

4. Roadless areas are all the more im-
portant to conservation because many of
them are adjacent to Wilderness Areas or
National Parks, helping link other conser-
vation lands together with continuous hab-
itat corridors.

5. We ask that your Environmental Im-
pact Statement address each and every is-
sue covered in the 2001 Roadless Rule EIS.
Please explain how allowing more roads
and logging in roadless areas will help
combat climate change while cutting down
the trees that store carbon and provide the
shade and wind protection that protect the
storage of carbon in
the soil and smaller
understory vegeta-
tion.

Click here to read
our letter, which
expands on these
suggestions. If you
have trouble with
g9 the online comment
i process or would
prefer, simply send
a letter to Director,
Ecosystem Manage-
ment Coordination;
201 14th Street SW,
Mailstop 1108; Washington, DC 20250-1124.

Please also ask Congress to preserve
and improve upon the 2001 Roadless Rule
so protections don’t remain at the whimsy
of the administration. Simply visit https:/ /
johnmuirproject.org/take-action/# /21
and enter your address to find your Con-
gressmen and a suggested message.

Lastly, please visit https://alliance-
forthewildrockies.org/nrepa/ to support
the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protec-
tion Act, which would designate 23 million
acres of roadless areas as Wilderness! (See
Mike Garrity’s article on the next page).



https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2001-01-12/pdf/01-726.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2001-01-12/pdf/01-726.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-08-29/pdf/2025-16581.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-08-29/pdf/2025-16581.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-08-29/pdf/2025-16581.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FS-2025-0001-0001
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FS-2025-0001-0001
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FS-2025-0001-0001
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FS-2025-0001-0001
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/250901-SVC-on-Roadless-Rule.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/250901-SVC-on-Roadless-Rule.pdf
https://johnmuirproject.org/take-action/#/21
https://johnmuirproject.org/take-action/#/21
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
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Why We Need the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protec-

tion Act Now More Than Ever!

Brooke Rollins, Trump’s Secretary of Ag-
riculture, recently announced the adminis-
tration’s plan to repeal the 2001 Roadless
Rule and open an estimated 58 million
acres of public Forest Service land to road-
building, resource extraction, and devel-
opment. Americans overwhelmingly ap-
proved the Roadless Rule with more than a
million comments in support because they
value the solitude, secure wildlife habitat,
and pristine watersheds that unlogged and
unroaded forests provide.

If Americans want to give our last wild
and unroaded lands lasting protection in
law, we have to do
it through Congress
with Dbills like the
Northern  Rockies
Ecosystem  Protec-
tion Act (NREPA),
which is now pend-
ing as S. 1198 in the
Senate and H.R.
2420 in the House.

The NREPA would
designate all of the
Inventoried Road-
less Areas in the
Northern Rockies as
full Wilderness, pro-
tecting approximately 23 million acres of
vital ecosystems and watersheds in Mon-
tana, Idaho, Wyoming, Eastern Washing-
ton, and Oregon. The Act also designates
1,800 miles of rivers and streams as Wild
and Scenic Rivers.

By protecting the remaining habitat for
native species in the Northern Rockies the
Act will help recover threatened and en-
dangered species including bull trout, lynx,
wolverines, and grizzly bears. Passing the

NREPA proposes Wilderness designation for the remain-
ing roadless lands in Sullivan Creek and the Swan Range!

by Mike Garrity

Act would give us one of the best opportu-
nities to halt or stop what has been termed
the Earth’s “sixth great extinction event” in
the Northern Rockies.

Facing the increasing wildfires caused by
our overheated climate, the Act provides
significant benefits. It's a proven fact that
untouched wilderness lands tend to have
far fewer and much smaller wildfires than
lands which have been logged and roaded.
Why? Because unlogged forests keep the
land moist, shaded from the sun, and pro-
tected from the wind, which is the main
driver of large, uncontrollable wildfires.

Our national for-
ests are one of the
most effective tools
to combat climate
change because they
capture carbon from
the atmosphere. Na-
tional Forests absorb
an astounding 12
percent of our na-
tion’s carbon emis-
sions, with unlogged
and old-growth for-
ests absorbing the
most. And they do
it for free, saving the
federal government millions of taxpayer
dollars annually by reducing wasteful sub-
sidies to the logging industry.

The NREPA protects the environment,
fights climate change, and saves taxpay-
ers millions of dollars in logging subsidies
simply by designating existing roadless
areas as Wilderness. Please visit https://
allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/ and
scroll down to support it by sending an
easy message to Congress!

Mike Garrity is the executive director of the Alliance for the Wild Rockies.



https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/nrepa/
https://allianceforthewildrockies.org/
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Unsolicited Praise for Our Work and Advocacy!

“Congratulations on the favor-
able court decision on road den-
sity and grizzly bears. I appreci-
ate your attention and hard work
on behalf of our precious envi-
ronment and wildlife.” PC.

“A huge thank you. Such a power-
ful voice for Conservation in our
area. I applaud the courage it takes
to make a real difference.” K.R.

“What fantastic advocacy for wet-
lands, fragile native plants and birds.
This is a conservation victory!!”

D.T.

“Your work is so appreciated and vi-
tal! Many thanks for all you do. I like
being on your team!” L.S.

“Bravo!!! So glad to get some good
news. Thanks to all your persistence
and dedication.” J.T.

“This is a great victory! Congrats to
everyone involved.” AR

“This has been a long haul for you.
Congratulations and thanks for stick-
ing it out and your dedication to find-
ing evidence on the ground.”

M.D.

“Beyond great news. I thank you for
all the work that you do. Celebrate!”
M.R.

“Thanks for pulling all of this togeth-
er and making sense of the Forest Ser-
vice logic (or lack of) — it was a lot of
work! They seem to make everything
opaque and difficult to understand.”

A.M.
“Wonderful newsletter!” S.G.

“Thanks for sending this. I just com-
mented!” AM.

Keith Hammer Named FWN's “Activist of the Year!”

The Fund for Wild Nature has given Keith Hammer its

2025 “Activist of the Year Award” in recognition of his 40+
years of getting damaging logging roads removed from Na-
tional Forests, getting 780 miles of roads decommissioned on
the Flathead National Forest alone to protect threatened griz-
zly bears, bull trout and other wildlife. The Award included
a $1,000 check to Hammer, which he donated to Swan View
Coalition to continue its work. FWN “provides small grants
to small groups who get things done” and has provided an-
nual grants to SVC for nearly two decades. “SVC has always
felt appreciated by the lifelong activists that comprise FWN’s
Board of Directors,” Hammer said, “but this personal recog-
nition from my peers is extra special and much appreciated!”


https://fundwildnature.org/
https://fundwildnature.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/2024-FWN-Annual-Report_web.pdf
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Cinnabar Foundation is Matching $4,000 of Your Donations
Donate Today and Double Your Gift!

We rely in large part on member donations to fund our work protecting habitat for fish,
wildlife and people. You can help us broaden our membership by giving Gift Member-
ships at $25 each, either on-line or using the form below! It’s easy to join with and help
others support our work:

1. Send a check to Swan View Coalition at 3165 Foothill Road, Kalispell, MT 59901 - or -

2. Use your credit card securely on-line at onhate Now
https:/ / swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com c do gh
(or by clicking on the Donate Now button at right)!

Network for Good handles your transaction securely for us and informs us immediately
via email of your donation by credit card. You can also choose to give monthly, quarterly
or yearly there to make it easier or more affordable (or change your mind anytime)! If you
have other info you want to get to us, such as Gift Membership info, simply email it to
keith@swanview.org or mail it to the address in #1, above.
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If there is pink on your mailing label, it means you haven’t donated in nearly a year or more.
Please make a donation so we can keep sending you our newsletter and continue our work!

[ 1Here’s $25 to cover my minimum dues, newsletters, alerts, and Swan Ranger Reports.
[ 1Here’s $50 to help restore a bit of peace and quiet to America’s public lands.

[ ]1Here’s $100 to help keep forest roads from ending up in America’s bull trout streams.
[ ]1Here’s $500 to help secure grizzly, lynx and wolverine habitat for future generations.
[ 1Here’s $ to help save the world, one mountain range and one river at a time!

[ 1Here’s $ for Gift Memberships at a minimum of $25 each. I’ve included

each recipient’s name, mailing address, email address, and my greeting on separate paper.
[ 1As a gift of appreciation for my donation, please send me [ ] the Swan/Flathead history
booklet “The Lineage of Chief Aeneas: A History of People and Place” and/or [ ] a Swan
Ranger patch (circle ‘“hang-loop” or ‘“‘sew-on”).

[ ] Save paper! Email my newsletters to

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:



https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
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