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With the White House and Congress 
now controlled by Republicans largely in 
lockstep with the Project 2025 Presiden-
tial Transition Project, public lands and 
public resources are more than ever being 
turned over to private corporations seek-
ing to make a profit off them. While some 
efforts to outright sell public lands are be-
ing thwarted, the 
public’s ability to 
shape management 
of those lands and 
resources is rapidly 
being diminished.

On page 2, we 
discuss President 
Trump’s orders to 
increase logging on 
public lands while 
shielding that priva-
tization of public 
timber from mean-
ingful public and 
judicial review. The 
Trump administration has also ordered 
that Endangered Species Act regulations be 
stripped of their ability to protect wildlife 
habitat!

On page 3 we describe how the Flat-
head and nearby Forests, in April and May 
of 2025, issued decisions to grant 66 per-
mits for the use and occupancy of public 
lands to private businesses - all without an 
Environmental Assessment of the impacts!
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Shutting the Public Out of Public Lands Management!
On pages 4 and 5, we discuss how the 

new administration and industry are great-
ly increasing efforts to silence public dis-
sent and objections to the industry-driven 
management of public lands and resourc-
es.  The public is being denied timely and 
critical information about government ac-
tivities, reducing the effectiveness of pub-

lic opportunities to 
comment on those 
actions.

On page 6 we 
provide unsolicited 
praise for our work 
and bid farewell to 
David Mattson.

THANK YOU 
to those of you that 
met our $15,000 and 
$5,000 matching gifts 
from an anonymous 
donor, and got your 
donations doubled 
November - May! 

On page 7, the good news is that the 
Cinnabar Foundation will once again 
match/double your donations up to $4,000 
this summer! To insure the public retains 
its right to guide public lands manage-
ment, we need your help!

Reading a hard copy newsletter and want to access it in color with linked citations? Visit http://www.swanview.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_2025
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_2025
http://www.swanview.org
http://www.swanrange.org
https://www.thecinnabarfoundation.org/
http://www.swanview.org/
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The Forest Service already turns a blind 
eye to the kinds of impacts shown on this 
page. With fewer employees to take care in 
planning and monitoring the logging and 
its road networks, we can only expect the 
situation to get worse. Read on . . .

Our Holidays 2024 newsletter described 
how Project 2025 would “reform the En-
dangered Species Act . . . to end its use to 
. . . prevent economic development.” An 
analysis by Time found that , only four days 
into his second term, nearly two-thirds of 
Trump’s executive actions “mirror or par-
tially mirror proposals from Project 2025.” 

Sure enough, the 
administrat ion 
has proposed to 
rescind its long-
standing defini-
tion of “harm” to 
endangered spe-
cies, as though 
species will no 
longer be harmed 
through damage 
to their habitat.

This is a coordi-
nated effort by the 
administration to 
remove habitat 

and judicial safeguards so development 
can proceed full-throttle. We are pushing 
back and our attorneys at Earthjustice have 
included us in their comments on this pro-
posed ESA rule. 

If you’d like to learn more of the details 
about how logging is being accelerated on 
our National Forests, we recommend this 
article in Mountain Journal by Rob Chaney. 
It includes a number of links to the Execu-
tive Orders and Forest Service memos.

About the only sure thing we can say 
about the Trump Administration’s orders 
to increase logging 25% on our National 
Forests, while simultaneously eliminating 
federal jobs, is that private corporations 
will profit while people and the environ-
ment will suffer. And, because the effort 
coincides with false administrative declara-
tions that the majority of our National For-
est lands are in an “emergency” situation 
due to risks from fire, insects and disease, 
we’re pretty sure our forest ecosystems are 
going to come out on the short end of the 
stick as logging becomes  the misdiagnosed 
cure-all!

Simply put, a 
warming climate 
is increasing the 
risks of wildfire 
through increased 
heat, drought and 
wind. The gov-
ernment’s answer 
is to cut down 
the trees that pro-
vide  shade, re-
tain moisture and 
keep winds from 
reaching the for-
est floor, where 
only more flammable vegetation will re-
main after the fire-resistant tree trunks are 
hauled away as logs.

This is a plan that will make the timber 
industry rich and forest ecosystems poor. It 
will accelerate climate change and increase 
the suffering of fish, wildlife and people. 
And it will require more of the logging 
roads that are already trashing fish and 
wildlife habitats - like the one shown on 
this page!

Trump Administration Orders 25% Increase in Forest 
Service Logging While Cutting the Federal Workforce!

This old logging road on the Flathead NF does not count toward 
total road density, as though it has no impacts! USFS photo.

https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/newsletters/Holidays-2024.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_2025
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_2025
https://earthjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-05-19-earthjustice-et-al.-harm-definition-comments-final.pdf
https://earthjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-05-19-earthjustice-et-al.-harm-definition-comments-final.pdf
https://mountainjournal.org/forest-service-braces-for-restructuring-as-agriculture-department-looks-to-consolidate-usfs-regional-offices-while-increasing-timber-production
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Holland Lake and the Mission Mountains, viewed from the Swan 
Range.  USFS photo.

Forest Service Issues 66 Special Use Permits in Two Months 
Without Preparing an Environmental Assessment!

The Flathead and nearby National For-
est in April and May issued 66 Special Use 
Permits for commercial businesses to use 
and occupy public lands, each using a Cat-
egorical Exclusion (CE) from the prepara-
tion of an Environmental Assessment. In 
other words, there is no over-arching as-
sessment of the individual and cumulative 
effects of these permits, let alone an oppor-
tunity for the public to review and com-
ment on those effects!

In April, the 
Flathead posted 5 
decisions to reis-
sue 5 River Out-
fitter and Guide 
permits. All but 
one were reissued 
for 10 years, with 
the other issued 
for 2 years due to 
prior non-compli-
ance with the per-
mit conditions. 
This is called a 
“probationary” 
permit and can 
be extended another 8 years if the business 
brings its performance up to “acceptable” 
in the first 2 years. These permits were is-
sued without the Flathead first complet-
ing its long-overdue Comprehensive River 
Management Plan for the North and Mid-
dle Fork Wild and Scenic Rivers where the 
permit activities are conducted. 

In April and May, the Forest Service 
posted 60 decisions to issue or reissue 60 
Outfitter and Guide Permits for the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness Complex. All but 4 
were reissued for 10 years, with the others 
issued for 2 years due to prior non-compli-
ance with the permit conditions. As above, 
this is called a “probationary” permit and 

can be extended another 8 years if the busi-
ness brings its performance up to “accept-
able” in the first 2 years. The decisions for 
the probationary permits do not detail what 
the compliance problems are.

On May 23, the Flathead issued a de-
cision to issue a new 20-year Special Use 
Permit to the potential new owners of the 
Holland Lake Lodge. This in spite of the 
fact that the Lodge is currently out of com-
pliance with the existing permit because, 

among other 
things, it has no 
functional sewer 
system and the 
existing sewage 
lagoon is leaking!

All of these 
66 permit deci-
sions utilize the 
same Categorical 
Exclusion from 
preparing an En-
vironmental As-
sessment, a CE 
which requires 
that “The appli-
cant or holder 

must be in compliance with all the terms 
and conditions of the existing or expired 
special use authorization.”

On that basis alone, a CE can’t be used 
to reissue permits where conditions or per-
formance are out of compliance with the 
prior permits. Moreover, no CE can be used 
when “extraordinary circumstances” exist, 
which in the case of all of these 66 permits 
includes the existence of threatened species 
like bull trout, grizzly bear, wolverine, and 
lynx - all of which are sensitive to human 
disturbance and pollution. On the follow-
ing page we discuss how CEs  are just one 
way public involvement is being limited.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/66916
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/56536
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/56536
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/archive/65359
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/archive/65359
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/archive/65359
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/67937
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/67937
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/67937
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/67937
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 Withholding Information Hinders Public Participation!
Public access to government informa-

tion is enshrined in both the Government 
in the Sunshine Act and the Freedom of 
Information Act. These and other acts of 
Congress are intended to protect and ad-
vance your First Amendment Constitution-
al rights  to “freedom of speech, [freedom] 
of the press [and] the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.”

Yet our government for years has been 
making it harder and harder for the public 
to access information needed to make in-
formed comments about government proj-
ects. Those efforts have simply accelerated 
under the Trump administration.

A key provision of the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA) is to insure 
that high quality information about the en-
vironmental impacts of a federal proposed 
action is available to the public for review 
and comment well in advance of a decision 
being issued. The increasing use of Cat-
egorical Exclusions (CEs) from the prepa-
ration of an Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement, howev-
er, have stood NEPA on its ear.

Initially intended even by NEPA to ex-
cuse environmentally benign projects like 
painting an outhouse from needless paper-
work, CEs are now being used to excuse 
larger and larger timber sales from mean-
ingful environmental review. Our email 
alerts and projects discussed in the prior 
pages of this newsletter provide ample ev-
idence of this abuse of CEs and the with-
holding of critical information, highlight-
ing the need for more public pressure!

Our email alert asking our members to 
comment on the East Valley [Fuels Reduc-
tion/Logging] Project noted that the Flat-
head’s initial request for public comments 
warned “If a CE is used, this would be the 
only comment period for the project.” Since 
no Environmental Assessment would be 
prepared, the public would never see this 
assessment of effects, let alone be invited 
to comment on their adequacy or suggest 
ways to improve the project.

Want to know what other people had to 
say about the project? Comments submit-
ted electronically via the FS Project web 
page used to be available via the Project 
“Reading Room” like the one shown below.

(continued on next page)

Partial screen-shot of a Forest Service public involvement “Reading Room.”

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-B/chapter-XVII/part-1703
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-45/subtitle-B/chapter-XVII/part-1703
https://www.justice.gov/archives/oip/blog/foia-update-freedom-information-act-5-usc-sect-552-amended-public-law-no-104-231-110-stat
https://www.justice.gov/archives/oip/blog/foia-update-freedom-information-act-5-usc-sect-552-amended-public-law-no-104-231-110-stat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Environmental_Policy_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Environmental_Policy_Act
https://www.swanview.org/article/east-valley-logging-project/324
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/64492
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/64492
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(continued from previous page)
Now, rather than being able to search the 
comments by name or keyword and down-
load them immediately, the public must 
file a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request with the Forest Service. Instead of 
the comments being automatically down-
loaded or emailed to you, a Forest Service 
employee must now spend time compiling 
and sending those comments to you manu-
ally. Good luck with the FS getting those 
comments to you within 20 working days, 
as required by the FOIA, especially now 
that the Department of Government Effi-
ciency is ridding agencies of the necessary 
person-power!

That’s right, DOGE is a smokescreen for 
actions that make government resources 
and information less 
accessible to the gen-
eral public while the 
rest of the adminis-
tration streamlines 
the ability of corpo-
rations to privatize 
and strip public re-
sources like timber, 
coal, oil, gas, and 
valuable minerals 
from public lands.

In our April 
email alert about the 
Holland Lake Lodge 
Special Use Permit, 
we provided a link to our letter demon-
strating how the Flathead had provided no 
information from the new applicant for the 
public to review and comment on. None! 
Yet the new owners are being granted a 20-
year permit and given 5 years to disclose 
how they intend to develop the business to 
again be profitable. This violates NEPA’s 
requirement that the public and decision-
maker have high quality information BE-
FORE the decision is made!

In the case of the 60 permits recently is-
sued by the Forest Service to Outfitters and 
Guides in the Bob Marshall Wilderness 
Complex, the FS has yet to release perfor-
mance monitoring data so the public can 
see how well the various outfitting business 
have been complying with their permits 
to do business on public lands. This even 
though the public comment period ended 
in February 2024 and SVC at that time sub-
mitted a FOIA request for the performance 
monitoring data and has yet to receive any 
such data more than a year later! Now that 
the 60 permits decisions have been issued, 
we can see that 4 of the permittees are es-
sentially on probation for substandard per-
formance, but the FS still hasn’t released 
the data to show how the performance was 

substandard. 
Instead of pro-

viding such criti-
cal performance 
and business plan 
information to the 
public, the govern-
ment withholds 
such information as 
“proprietary” and 
shields the business-
es from public view. 
It should not be that 
way when the busi-
ness is operating on 
public lands.

Were it not for being on the Flathead’s 
list for receiving press releases, we would 
not have heard of the temporary closure 
of the road pictured on this page. Were 
it not for a candid reply from the District 
Ranger, we would not know that this road 
slumping and erosion has been going on 
for several years. That’s the way public in-
formation is supposed to flow and the only 
way that the press and the public can know 
what is happening on public lands.

SVC photo of the Flathead’s failing Road 316, which has 
been dumping road fill into Canyon Creek for years.

https://www.swanview.org/article/holland-lake-lodge-20-year-permit/325
https://www.swanview.org/article/holland-lake-lodge-20-year-permit/325
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/250428-SVC-on-HLLodge-Proposal.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/250428-SVC-on-HLLodge-Proposal.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/67937
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/67937
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/archive/65359
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r01/flathead/projects/archive/65359
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Unsolicited Praise for Our Work and Advocacy!

“I really appreciate the insights and 
observations and I admire your pa-
tience and determination.”       J.S. 

“Thanks again for all you do for con-
servation in the Flathead!”            T.S.

“You are formidable! Thank you for 
your diligence and thoroughness.”    	
					            L.C.

“Thank you for all you are doing for 
Montana!”	         			         K.H. 

“Thank you for all that you do to 
protect the Swan Range and Mother 
Earth in general!”    	        	        C.S. 

“Thanks for your commitment and 
diligence.”                   	                  C.G. 

“Keep up your good work.  I’ll send 
more money if I get a windfall.”   		
				         	       G.L.

  “Thank you for the great, great 
work you do on behalf of our favor-
ite mountains.”                	       M.S. 

“Thanks for sending this, I just com-
mented.”     			        A.M.

“AMAZING!! Congratulations on 
your consistent service to the better-
ment of the world.”                	      M.N.

“Bravo!!! Amazing good news in 
these dark times.”            	        C.P. 
	
“Great news about the decision on 
the Flathead NF. Thank you for all 
you do to protect our public lands 
and the wildlife that depends on 
them.”                			         G.W.  

“Thanks again for the amazing things 
Swan View Coalition has been doing, 
and here’s a check to help with con-
tinuing.”               		        D.B.

A Farewell to Dr. David Mattson
Dr. David Mattson died February 2 and 

I’m still at a loss of words to describe the im-
portance of his friendship, not to mention 
his legacy of scientific research that grizzly 
bear and other activists will continue to use 
for decades to come. So please visit grizz-
lytimes.org to read about David from the 
perspective  of his wife and co-founder of 
the Grizzy Time website, Louisa Wilcox. 
Our humble thanks to Louisa for sharing 
the photos of David and such a deep un-
derstanding of his life’s work.

https://www.grizzlytimes.org/_files/ugd/d2beb3_69fd8b9d2e4943e18e577085c5e12de3.pdf
https://www.grizzlytimes.org/_files/ugd/d2beb3_69fd8b9d2e4943e18e577085c5e12de3.pdf
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We rely in large part on member donations to fund our work protecting habitat for fish, 
wildlife and people. You can help us broaden our membership by giving Gift Member-
ships at $25 each, either on-line or using the form below! It’s easy to join with and help 
others support our work:

1. Send a check to Swan View Coalition at 3165 Foothill Road, Kalispell, MT 59901 - or -

2. Use your credit card securely on-line at 
https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com 
(or by clicking on the Donate Now button at right)! 

Network for Good handles your transaction securely for us and informs us immediately 
via email of your donation by credit card. You can also choose to give monthly, quarterly 
or yearly there to make it easier or more affordable (or change your mind anytime)! If you 
have other info you want to get to us, such as Gift Membership info, simply email it to 
keith@swanview.org or mail it to the address in #1, above.

❤  ❤  ❤  ❤  ❤  ✂  ✂  ✂  ✂  ✂  ✂  ✂  ✂  ✍  ✍  ✍  ✍  ✍  ✍  ✍  ✍  ✍  ❤  ❤  ❤  ❤  ❤

If there is pink on your mailing label, it means you haven’t donated in nearly a year or more.
Please make a donation so we can keep sending you our newsletter and continue our work!

[  ] Here’s $25 to cover my minimum dues, newsletters, alerts, and Swan Ranger Reports.
[  ] Here’s $50 to help restore a bit of peace and quiet to America’s public lands.
[  ] Here’s $100 to help keep forest roads from ending up in America’s bull trout streams.
[  ] Here’s $500 to help secure grizzly, lynx and wolverine habitat for future generations.
[  ] Here’s $______ to help save the world, one mountain range and one river at a time!
[  ] Here’s $______ for ____ Gift Memberships at a minimum of $25 each. I’ve included 
each recipient’s name, mailing address, email address, and my greeting on separate paper.
[  ] As a gift of appreciation for my donation, please send me [  ] the Swan/Flathead history 
booklet “The Lineage of Chief Aeneas: A History of People and Place” and/or [  ] a Swan 
Ranger patch (circle “hang-loop” or “sew-on”).
[  ] Save paper! Email my newsletters to ___________________________________________

	 NAME: ________________________________________________________________

	 ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________

	 CITY, STATE, ZIP: ______________________________________________________

Cinnabar Foundation is Matching $4,000 of Your Donations 
Donate Today and Double Your Gift!

https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
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