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The Empire Strikes Back and So Do We!

As the Forest Service makes it
harder for the public to obtain accu-
rate information and provide com-
ment, itis simultaneously inundating
the public with agency propaganda.
On pages 2 and 3, we provide exam-
ples of the FS wanting you to not be-
lieve your eyes
when you see
a healthy for-
est, and instead
think that it must
be logged to be
healthy!

On page 4
we provide the
Executive Sum-
mary of our new
report  “Roads
Revised,” show-
ing how the
Flathead NF is revising its road clo-
sure monitoring data to make road
closures appear more effective than
they really are!

On page 5 we report on our law-
suit against the West Reservoir Proj-
ect and the Flathead NF’s attempts

to bypass required consultation with
the Fish and Wildlife Service to pro-
tect grizzly bears and bull trout!

On page 6 we provide some unso-
licited praise for our work!

We want to say THANK YOU to
all of you who have supported our
work for 41 years
through  your
generous dona-
tions and kind
words! Most re-
cently, THANK
YOU to those of
you that took ad-
vantage of our
matching grants
and donations
last year, help-
¥ing us meet our

year-end budget!

On page 7, we share the good
news that Cinnabar Foundation will
again match/double your donations
up to $4,500 this summer!

Keitln-

Reading a hard copy newsletter and want to access it in color with linked citations? Visit http:/ /www.swanview.org
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The Only Healthy Forest is a Logged Forest!

The Forest Service and timber indus-
try would have you believe that the only
healthy forest is a logged forest and that the
rest are all overgrown. This is a myth being
spread through propaganda by those want-
ing to send those “timber-heavy” forests to
private sawmills, like the Forest Service ex-
ample immediately below!

“The average visitor here often admires the dense forest
and deep green timber-heavy mountainsides. To land
managers, the overstocked condition of the forest is a

public safety crisis.”  Forest Service photo and caption.

But these lies - that nearly all forests are
unnaturally dense - have been disproved
by the scientific community time and again,
finding what amounts to “a falsification of
the scientific record, with significant land
management implications.” Some 85% “of
our western conifer forests are well within
their historical range of natural variation
and have not experienced a ‘buildup of
fuel loads.”” Yet the Forest Service has set
out, under Trump, Biden and prior admin-
istrations, to remove trees and vegetation
demonized as “fire fuels!”

What has gotten worse under the
Trump administration is the issuing and
use of emergency exemptions that allow
such logging and forest thinning to be im-
plemented with little or no public oversight
and little or no consultation with the Fish

and Wildlife Service. This shortcut process
is designed to ignore the essential shade,
thermal cover and hiding cover that thick
forest vegetation provides for hundreds of
species of wildlife - including humans! It
also ignores the fact that logging increases
the rate of wildfire spread by letting more
sun and wind into the forest understory.

This logging around Chessman Reservoir was used to
tout collaboration, fuels reduction, public safety, and a
“Good Neighbor Authority” agreement allowing Mon-
tana to log federal public lands. Molly Pfister photo.

Government and industry want you to
believe that the “forests” on the right, above
and below, are more diverse and resilient
than the forest on the left. Rest assured that,

Bug Creek Integrated Resource Management Project log-
ging to “Improve the diversity and resilience of forest

vegetative communities.”  Swan View Coalition photo.

(continued on next page)
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https://missoulacurrent.com/high-severity-fire/
https://missoulacurrent.com/high-severity-fire/
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(continued from previous page)

if you disagree, your thoughts and instincts
are backed up by a wealth of scientific lit-
erature and common sense! In which for-
est, for example, can a baby varied thrush
find dense vegetation to provide shade and
protection from forest predators? See the
varied thrush photo to the right if you need
a hint!

As shown in the bottom photo on the
previous page, government and industry
have removed almost all of the commer-
cially valuable trees and shoved the rest
of the forest into a slash pile to be burned,
releasing that carbon into the atmosphere.
The net amount of carbon that ends up
stored in wood products is only about 15%!

Yet government and industry propa-
ganda is repeated over and over to try and
convince the American public that its for-
ests are all sick and need logging to make
them healthy again, even though forest
ecosystems are destroyed in the process.
This is the same marketing strategy and
psychology use to market drugs claimed to
make you healthier even though the side ef-
fects may include this, that, the other thing,
and even death.

Indeed, commercialism aims to make
you feel inferior, flawed and scared in or-
der to get you to buy something it says
will solve your (nonexistent) problem. The
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Baby varied thrush hiding in dense forest.
Pam Willison photo.

same tactics are being used to scare you
into thinking your oxygen-producing pub-
lic forests are sick and cannot be restored
to health without commercial logging that
turns wildlife habitat into logs and slash
piles, releasing most of the stored carbon
into our atmosphere!

Sixmile Mountain before and after logging to “reduce fuels . . . increase forest health . . . restore landscape integrity.”


https://www.nrcm.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/TWS_US-Forest-Carbon-and-Climate-Change_2007.pdf
https://www.nrcm.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/TWS_US-Forest-Carbon-and-Climate-Change_2007.pdf
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“Roads Revised” - Executive Summary

We reviewed the Flathead National For-
est’s “draft” and “final” road closure ef-
fectiveness survey data for the years 2021 -
2024. That data revision (from draft to final)
resulted in substantially increased levels of
ineffectiveness reported for 2021-2023, but
resulted in a much more modest increase
for 2024 (Figure 1):

Figure 1: Draft v Final Closure Data - % Ineffective
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Simultaneously, the number of road clo-
sures considered “effective,” even though
they displayed a breach by motorized vehi-
cles, increased significantly for years since
2022 (Figure 2):

Figure 2: Final Number of Closures
"Breached but Effective"

When the final number of “breached-but-
effective” road closures are considered in-
effective and added to the final number of
ineffective road closures, the percentage of
ineffective road closures increases substan-
tially (Figure 3):

Figure 3: When Final "Breached-but-
Effective" are Counted as Ineffective
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As a result of the data revision, the num-
ber of road closure inspections dismissed
from the survey sample as “NA” increased
by year (Figure 4):

Figure 4: Final Number of Closures Inspected but
Later Dismissed from the Survey Sample as "NA"

The most common reasons given for dis-
missing the inspections were that the clo-
sure device was located on State/DNRC
lands (57 of 248) or was located in an ac-
tive timber sale area (52 of 248). The data
provided did not indicate whether the Flat-
head has shared responsibility for manage-
ment of those particular roads and closures
located at least partially on DNRC lands.

The Flathead remains unable to provide a
description of how it monitors for whether
or not a road closure is “functional” and
later determines whether it is “effective”
at “restricting public motorized use.” It
has also again failed to repair the closure
device on Road 5392Y, reported and docu-
mented as ineffective since 2016.

The full “Roads Revised” report by Keith Hammer can be found at
iew. ublic/assets /uploads/reports /Roads-Revised-Hammer-2026.pdf



https://www.swanview.org/public/assets/uploads/reports/Roads-Revised-Hammer-2026.pdf
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Lawsuit Filed Over the West Reservoir
Logging and Road Building Project!

Swan View Coalition and Friends of the
Wild Swan sued the Trump administration
on June 5 for approving the Flathead Na-
tional Forest's West Reservoir logging and
road building project without completing
interagency consultation required under
the Endangered Species Act. The govern-
ment did not respond to the groups” March
24 60-day Notice of Intent to file a lawsuit
if lawful consultation about the effects to
threatened grizzly bear and bull trout was
not undertaken
and completed.

The  logging
project  would
build 4.7 miles
of new logging
roads, block the
entrance in an
attempt to make
them impass-
able to motor
vehicles, but not
count them in To-
tal Road Density,
which cannot be
increased in or-
der to protect threatened grizzly bear and
bull trout from habitat displacement and
road sediment in streams. In response to
the groups’ previous lawsuit against the
Flathead Forest Plan, a federal judge in
2024 faulted the agencies for not counting
“impassable” roads in Total Road Density
and ordered a new biological opinion be
written for the Forest Plan, something that
has yet to be completed.

“The entire timber sale area already has
too many roads and the Forest Service ad-
mits this is harming grizzly bears,” said
Swan View Coalition Chair Keith Ham-

mer. “Yet the agency is attempting to fake
an emergency and build even more dam-
aging roads rather than consult with Fish
and Wildlife Service on how to fix the prob-
lem. They can paint it with whatever brush
they want - reducing wildfire risk, improv-
ing forest health and resiliency - they’ll use
whatever excuse they can come up with to
put public logs in private sawmills.”

“The Flathead fabricated an emergency
in order to sidestep protections for griz-
zly bears and bull
trout while also
cutting the pub-
lic out of the pro-
cess,” said Arlene
Montgomery,
program director
for Friends of the
Wild Swan. “they
were  planning
this timber sale
for 3 years, no
emergency here,

Looking across Hungry Horse Reservoir, west side forests have only unlawful be-
already been heavily logged and burned.

Norma Linsky photo. havior.”

The groups are
being represented by Earthjustice. “We're
committed to giving imperiled species the
protections they’re guaranteed under the
law,” said Ben Levitan, senior attorney
with Earthjustice’s Biodiversity Defense
Program. “Since the Forest Service failed to
take any corrective action over these viola-
tions, we’ll see them in court.”

Click here for the press release.

Click here for the lawsuit complaint.

You can track this lawsuit and its press
coverage on our web site. Your support of
our work makes these lawsuits possible
and your kind words encourage us!



https://earthjustice.org/
https://earthjustice.org/press/2026/lawsuit-admin-manufactured-emergency-to-sidestep-endangered-species-requirements-for-flathead-timber-project
https://earthjustice.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/26-06-05-doc.-1-complaint.pdf
https://www.swanview.org/article/west-reservoir-noi/334
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Unsolicited Praise for Our Work!

“We’ve enclosed a check in the
amount of $1,000. Please use it to con-
tinue your wonderful work in help-
ing ‘secure quiet habitat for fish, wild-
life and people’ in the Swan Range
and surrounding lands!” D.S.

“Thank you for all you do on behalf
of those who have no voice!” P.A.

“Your commitment, perseverance

and sustained presence is truly ad-
mirable!” J.C.

“I can’t say I always appreciated law-
suits and protests from you when I
worked for the USFWS, but now all
agencies are under attack from this
administration. Legal means seem
to be the only answer.” C.J.

“I hope you know how much I val-
ue you and your work . . . you're a
bright, guiding light in our efforts to
preserve the quiet and beauty of na-
ture for all!” A.H.

“Thank you for this info! I sent in
Comments!” L.M.

“Nice quotes from you in the Mis-
soula Current.” M.B.

“Great! I saw the article in the Beacon
this morning.” C.G.

“Good [editorial] . . . no beating
around the bush, no f***ing acronym
word salad, and great ending sen-
tence that saysitall.” G.O.

“Thanks for all the great work you
do! Here’s a donation.” D.].

“As a tree-lover, it’s hard to think of a
worthier cause than fighting for our
public lands. Your weekly newslet-
ter, with the outstanding photos, is
keeping me sane through the long
winter. Thank you!” HW.

“I want to thank you for your stead-
fast dedication to protecting the
Swan Valley and the landscapes and
wildlife of the greater Crown of the
Continent ecosystem. You folks are
heroes in my eyes. ” D.C.

“You are the Answer Guy!” L.M.

Pat Jaquith photo
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Cinnabar Foundation is Matching Your Donations
Up to $4,500: Donate Today and Double Your Gift!

We rely in large part on member donations to fund our work protecting habitat for fish,
wildlife and people. You can help us broaden our membership by giving Gift Member-
ships at $25 each, either on-line or using the form below! It’s easy to join with and help
others support our work:

1. Send a check to Swan View Coalition at 3165 Foothill Road, Kalispell, MT 59901 - or -

2. Use your credit card securely on-line at onhate Now
https:/ / swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com c do gh
(or by clicking on the Donate Now button at right)!

Network for Good handles your transaction securely for us and informs us immediately
via email of your donation by credit card. You can also choose to give monthly, quarterly
or yearly there to make it easier or more affordable (or change your mind anytime)! If you
have other info you want to get to us, such as Gift Membership info, simply email it to
keith@swanview.org or mail it to the address in #1, above.

YV P YPW VWY < XKFKKKFK<GH &H b Lo o Bjo o HO O O O

If there is pink on your mailing label, it means you haven’t donated in nearly a year or more.
Please make a donation so we can keep sending you our newsletter and continue our work!

[ 1Here’s $25 to cover my minimum dues, newsletters, alerts, and Swan Ranger Reports.
[ 1Here’s $50 to help restore a bit of peace and quiet to America’s public lands.

[ ]1Here’s $100 to help keep forest roads from ending up in America’s bull trout streams.
[ ]1Here’s $500 to help secure grizzly, lynx and wolverine habitat for future generations.
[ 1Here’s $ to help save the world, one mountain range and one river at a time!

[ 1Here’s $ for Gift Memberships at a minimum of $25 each. I’ve included

each recipient’s name, mailing address, email address, and my greeting on separate paper.
[ 1As a gift of appreciation for my donation, please send me [ ] the Swan/Flathead history
booklet “The Lineage of Chief Aeneas: A History of People and Place” and/or [ ] a Swan
Ranger patch (circle ‘“hang-loop” or ‘“‘sew-on”).

[ ] Save paper! Email my newsletters to

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:



https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/
https://swanviewcoalition.networkforgood.com/

Swan View Coalition, Inc.
3165 Foothill Road
Kalispell, MT 59901
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