
 
March 24, 2026 

Sarah Canepa - Ranger 
Swan Lake Ranger District 
200 Ranger Station Road 
Bigfork, MT 59911 
 
Re: Holland Wastewater Treatment System (Proposed Action) 
       Submitted via https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public/CommentInput?Project=68935  
 
Dear Ranger Canepa; 
 
We don’t want over $3 million of public taxpayer money spent to build a huge sewer 
system that primarily benefits the private owners of Holland Lake Lodge and provides 
opportunity for them to greatly expand their operations on public land! 
 
The current sewage system can meet current capacity for 25 years if repaired at far less 
expense, rather than having the sewage lagoons enlarged by five times, requiring some 
1500 dump truck loads of fill to build the berms to contain the enlarged lagoons. 
 
We further object to the private Holland Lake Lodge being allotted all of the increased 
sewer capacity while the public Holland Lake Campground maintains its current share 
of the sewage capacity – resulting in a 90% private:10% public split of the capacity. 
 
You cannot use a Categorical Exclusion from preparing an Environmental Assessment 
or Environmental Impact Statement for this scale of a sewage treatment facility. 
 
An EIS is also required to examine the cumulative impacts of the connected actions of 
the size of the sewage plant that will then provide for expansion of the Holland Lake 
Lodge facilities – which were granted a Forest Service permit without firstly submitting 
an Operations Plan. 
 
These comments are based on cost estimates and the attached 3 graphics developed by 
the nonprofit Save Holland Lake. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Keith J. Hammer 
Chair 
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LODGE WASTE NOW GOES DIRECTLY TO LAGOON 1 WITHOUT DIGESTION IN SEPTIC TANKS.  ALSO NO SCREENING OF WASTE AND PLASTICS NOTED IN DESIGN.

David
Arrow

David
Text Box
VOLUME GROWS BY ABOUT 300%

David
Text Box
VOLUME GROWS BY ABOUT 600%

David
Text Box
EXISTING PLANT

David
Line

David
Line

David
Text Box
PROPOSED PLANT

David
Text Box
PLEASE NOTE:  BOTH LAGOONS APPEAR TO HAVE FAILED CURRENTLY.  THE NEW DESIGN IS SIMILAR TO THE EXISTING AND THE USFS PLAN PRESENTED HAS NOTHING ABOUT SAFEGUARDS OR PLANS TO PREVENT FUTURE FAILURES.

David
Line

David
Ellipse

David
Text Box
424,000 GAL - DESIGNED

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Text Box
FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOREST IS PROPOSING TO INCREASE THE LAGOONS BY 5X FROM APPROX 350,000 GALLONS TO APPROX 1,550,000 GALLONS

David
Text Box
THIS FOREST HAS TO BE LOGGED/REMOVED DUE TO AGRICULTURAL UPTAKE IN ?(5)+/- YRS

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Ellipse

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Polygon

David
Arrow

David
Arrow

David
Text Box
THIS SYSTEM HAD ENOUGH CAPACITY FOR 25 YEARS

David
Line



David
Polygon

David
Line

David
Text Box
4106'

David
Length Measurement
199'-8 1/4"

David
Length Measurement
105'-0"

David
Polygon

David
Line

David
Line

David
Text Box
4106'

David
Text Box
4094'

David
Line

David
Line

David
Polygon

David
Text Box
4094'

David
Line

David
Line

David
Line

David
Polygon

David
Line

David
Line

David
Polygon

David
PolyLine

David
PolyLine

David
Dimension
10'-11' TALLER

David
Text Box
4106'

David
Text Box
4115.5'

David
Text Box
4103.5'

David
Polygon

David
Text Box
1,205,000 GAL

David
Text Box
193,800 GAL - BUILT

David
Callout
IMPORTED FILL

David
Callout
EXISTING GRADE

David
Text Box
EXISTING PLANT - STORAGE LAGOON

David
Text Box
PROPOSED PLANT - STORAGE LAGOON

David
Line

David
Line

David
Arrow

David
Text Box
HOLLAND LAKE 800'

David
Arrow

David
Text Box
HOLLAND LAKE 800'

David
Text Box
TO BUILD THIS PLANT, APPROX 15,000 CUBIC YARDS OF FILL HAS TO BE IMPORTED.  THAT IS 1500+ TRUCK LOADS!! 

David
Text Box
4094'



David
Line

David
Line

David
Line

David
Line

David
Text Box
ACTUAL USE 2005 - 2021

David
Text Box
ALLOCATION PER NEW PLAN

David
Rectangle

David
Rectangle

David
Text Box
132,000 GALLON PER YEAR

David
Text Box
134,000 GALLON PER YEAR

David
Rectangle

David
Text Box
132,000 GALLON PER YEAR

David
Rectangle

David
Text Box
50%

David
Text Box
50%

David
Text Box
CAMPGROUND/ DUMP STATION

David
Text Box
LODGE

David
Text Box
LODGE

David
Text Box
CAMPGROUND/ DUMP STATION

David
Text Box
1,105,950 GALLON PER YEAR

David
Text Box
10%

David
Text Box
90%

David
Arrow

David
Text Box
NO INCREASE

David
Text Box
825% INCREASE

David
Arrow

David
Text Box
THIS PLANT WILL BE BUILT FOR THE LODGE TO USE.  CURRENTLY THE USE IS 50/50 WITH THE CAMPGROUND AND RV DUMP STATION.  THE DESIGN IS FOR ALL THE INCREASED CAPACITY TO BE ALLOCATED TO THE LODGE.  




